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We Must Denounce Violence Whenever & Wherever It Occurs 

& Peacefully Resolve Our Differences for All Oregonians 
 

 

SALEM, ORE. – State Representative David Brock Smith (R-Port Orford) comments on this week’s violence, 

loss of life, destruction of property and electoral vote certification.  

 

“I have been critical of the unchecked violence, looting, deaths, destruction of public and private property in 

Portland and elsewhere across our state for the many months it continues to occur,” said Rep. Brock Smith. 

“Wednesday’s breach of our US Capital, the loss of life that resulted, the looting and destruction of property 

that occurred and the attacks on our public safety officers is intolerable and disgraceful as well. I condemn these 

actions as I have the others.”  

 

“Words matter and I am proud of the broad support of both Republicans and Democrats in denouncing such 

violence and its assault on our Republic. I am disheartened that some politicians have chosen to use this time to 

accelerate their hyper partisan narrative, rather than come together for the people of our State and our Nation,” 

said Brock Smith. “This was not a coup and Rep. Fahey’s statement that those of us that signed a letter for the 

Oregon Attorney General to uphold fair elections, are ‘complicit in today’s violence’ is shamefully arrogant and 

wrong.”  

 

“I have been very clear as this was not an act of sedition, it was to highlight the unconstitutional actions 

surrounding elections that occurred in Pennsylvania. Our former colleague, Oregon State Senator and now U.S. 

Congressman Cliff Bentz, skillfully articulated this, ‘Article II of the Constitution sets forth that each state 

legislature is entrusted with the authority to establish and facilitate elections within that state. In Pennsylvania, 

the Secretary of the Commonwealth and the state’s Supreme Court did not adhere to the statutes set forth by the 

legislature when they extended deadlines for the return of absentee ballots. This action violated the principles of 

Article II of the Constitution because the state legislature had not previously delegated broader authority to the 

Secretary. Ultimately, this change in voting procedures by a non-legislative body contributed to a widespread 

loss of faith by many Americans in the integrity of the 2020 election – including many in my district. Such a 

violation of our Constitution must be discouraged in the strongest terms possible.’ Many of the constituents in 

my district were equally frustrated by these unconstitutional actions, and as a legislator who’s responsible for 

related election laws within our state, all of us should be cognizant of the law and be supportive of following it.” 
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“Our State and our Nation are unfortunately a people divided. Many have been financially devastated, unable to 

see family or friends, have lost loved ones, are worried about their children and have deep concerns of where 

and how our state and our country will go moving forward. As legislators & elected leaders of Oregon, we must 

come together for our people. We must lead by example. We must work together to heal the fractures in the 

public’s trust of our Republic and be resolute in our actions to represent all Oregonians,” said Rep. Brock 

Smith. 

 

“Ronald Reagan said, ‘Peace is not absence of conflict, it is the ability to handle conflict by peaceful means.’ I 

call on my colleagues to join me in denouncing violence wherever it occurs, to lay down the partisan rhetoric 

that continues to sow seeds of division, to lead by example and to come together peacefully for all Oregonians.” 

 

 

### 

 

Rep. David Brock Smith represents House District 1, which includes Curry, Coos, Douglas and Josephine 

counties. This press release and an archive of previous press releases issued by Rep. David Brock Smith’s office 

are available on the web at: www.oregonlegislature.gov/smithd 
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